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We are continuing on with the life of Jesus. Last week we saw how Jesus came as one of us, as a baby, a baby who would change everything, and he came to show us who God the Father is.

This week we are going to pick up with the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

Between His birth and this point in his life the Bible gives us very little detail. 

On the 8th day after his birth he was presented at the temple where Simeon and Anna who had been waiting in faith for the promised Messiah to arrive both prophesized over the baby Jesus.

Initially Joseph and Mary stay in Bethlehem. But they did move into a home. And it is there, when Jesus is about 2 years old, the Magi from the East arrive bringing gifts of Gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Then Joseph was warned in a dream to take his family down into Egypt where Jesus would be kept safe until after the death of King Herod a year or two later. No doubt the gifts provided by the Magi would have funded their trip.

Within a year, no more than two, Joseph again was told in a dream to return to Israel. But warned in yet another dream Joseph is told take Mary and Jesus to Nazareth instead of returning to Bethlehem. 

Then Luke recodes the only other event in Jesus’ childhood. And that was when he was twelve years old Jesus and His family traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 

But on their return trip Marry and Joseph realized that Jesus had been left back in Jerusalem. After a frantic search they found Jesus in the temple listening and learning from the teachers.

When His parents find him Marry say to Jesus in Luke 2:48: “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 

But Jesus responds in verse 48: “Why were you searching for me?”

He is not trying to be smart. He is basically saying “why were you looking for me when you should have known that this is where I would be.”

Then he goes on to say “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father's house?”

Jesus says “I had to be” which gives us sense that even by the age of 12, Jesus felt an obligation to allow his life to be controlled by God the Father.

And by his statement “in my Father’s house” we see that Jesus was already aware of being the Son of God. 

Jesus knew that his first priority was to serve his heavenly Father. 

When we pick up the story Jesus is about 30 years old.

If you would, turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 3. Let’s pray.

In this week’s chapter of the Story we covered a lot of territory. So I want to encourage you to keep up with your reading.

Because there is no way we can cover everything that was in this week’s chapter here this morning.

But as I’ve said we are turning out attention to the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. And that is where I am going to focus our attention on this morning.
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And the first thing we are going to see here is that:
I. Jesus is pronounced to be the Messiah at His baptism

Chapter 3 opens up with this guy named John the Baptist and he is the cousin of Jesus.

And John the Baptist comes on the scene as he is out by the Jordan River preaching this message of repentance to everybody. 

He is saying “Listen, the kingdom of God is near so repent and be baptized. Turn from your old way of life and turn back to God because the Messiah, God’s deliverer is coming to restore the Kingdom of God”.

Through most of the Old Testament, we saw the story of how the nation of Israel would fall away from God and then the prophets of God would cry out and call the people to repent and to turn back to God.

Over and over again the prophets declared turn from your sins, turn from your idols, and turn from all the worthless things you have joined yourselves too and turn back to God. 

Turn once again to the God who loves you. Turn to the God who has chosen you and who has called you out from all the other people to be his own.

So now John the Baptist comes along and like one of the prophets of old but he’s kind of a strange kind of guy to say the least.

He’s dresses in camel’s skin and eats honey and locust and lives out in the desert. I mean he’s that crazy guy who lives out on the edge of society. 

When I think of John the Baptist I always think of the street evangelist with his bullhorn and soap box standing on a street corner. You know what I mean. 

He’s the kind of guy that makes people make a wide circle around him and try not to make eye contact with him as they walk by.

Sure John is a little weird but the message he brings is powerful and God is speaking mightily through him.

And people responded to his message. In fact so many came out to be baptized by him that many began to even wonder if he might be the one, the messiah, the promised one who would come and deliver God’s people, the messiah who is going to usher in a new kingdom.

I can see how they might have thought that. John’s message was similar to what the Old Testament said would be the message of the messiah. 

But John the Baptist understood something that many people seem to get wrong. John knew that he was not God. He was just a servant of God.

He understood that his role was primarily just to be a herald, a messenger declaring that the one who would usher in the kingdom of God was on his way so you had better get ready.

So John the Baptist continues to preach and many are coming to be baptized by him. In fact the Bible tells us that even a great number of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees came out to hear him
The Pharisees and Sadducees were the religious elite of the day. 

The Pharisees were middle class people who rose up into a place of prominence where the Sadducees were born into it. 

Many of these religious leaders came down to hear John the Baptist and in fact many of them repented and were baptism by John as well.

But while John is baptizing people and calling them to repentance he is also saying “Look I’m pointing to someone who is so much bigger than me.”

In fact in Matthew 3:11 John says look “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

And that’s when Jesus comes on the scene. Look down at Matthew 3:13-14:
“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

Jesus comes to be baptized by John. But John recognizes that he is nothing but the servant of the Messiah and says no way. 

He says; I’m not even fit to tie your shoes. I need to be baptized by you!

But Jesus says in Matthew 3:15 “Let it be so now; it is proper for us [that is for you and me] to do this to fulfill all righteousness.”
So John baptizes Jesus. 

But why? Why did Jesus need to be baptized by John? Jesus certainly didn’t need to repent of any sin and be baptized like a sinner like us.

In Matthew we see that through his baptism:
	A. Jesus identifies himself with us

When Jesus says that they should do this to “fulfill all righteousness” Jesus is not saying that doing this had anything to do with fulfilling or keeping the requirements of the Law like one of the Ten Commandants. 

After all, the Old Testament Law had no requirements regarding baptism. Jesus is not using the word righteous here to mean moral goodness.

The phrase used here to “fulfill all righteousness” has more to do with accomplishing God’s will or God’s mission for Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

God’s mission for Jesus is to bring salvation to the world.

Remember, John’s message was both a message of repentance, and a call, those who heard it, to looking forward to a coming Messiah who would restore us to a loving relationship with God. 

If Jesus as the Messiah is going to save sinners, He must be identified with sinners. He is fully man, one of us, yet He Himself is without sin.

In his gospel Mark refers most often to Jesus as the Son of Man.

It was therefore in the will of God for Jesus to be baptized by John in order to be identified with sinners. To be identified is the real meaning of the word “baptized”.

So now having been publicly identified with those whom he came to save, Jesus is publicly declared to be the Son of God.

Let’s read on in Matthew 3:16-17 and see what follows his baptism.

For here we see that 
	B. He is acknowledged as the Son of God by the Father

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Here in this passage we find that all three persons of the Trinity are present and active. God the Father speaks; God the Son is baptized; God the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus. 

This is an early glimpse of the doctrine of the Trinity.

The doctrine of the Trinity means that God is three persons at the same time and yet one in essence. This is one of God’s incomprehensible mysteries. Unfortunately we don’t have time this morning to really go into it.

In his baptism Jesus is the authenticated as the Son of God by the Father. 

As Jesus came up out of the water... the Spirit of God came down on Him in the form of a dove. As one went up, the other came down. 

And a voice from heaven—the voice of God the Father—said, this is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.

In His baptism Jesus identifies himself with us as being fully human and the Father identifies Jesus as the Son of God, fully God. 
And
	C. He is empowered by the Holy Spirit 

The Spirit identifies Jesus as the messiah, the promised deliverer who is empowered to accomplish God’s mission of redemption.

The phrase used in Matthew 3:16, “the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting” looks back on Isaiah’s prophecy that the Spirit would rest on the Messiah.

We read that in Isaiah 11:2: 
“The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD—” 

The Holy Spirit comes upon Jesus to empower Him for His earthly ministry among his people.

So in His baptism Jesus identifies himself with us. He is acknowledged as the Son of God by the Father. And He is empowered by the Holy Spirit to redeem the world.

But let me tell you this doesn’t sit well with Satan. I can just see Satan plotting and planning as he seethes with anger. How will he destroy this one who has come to destroy him? How can he stop the plan of God!?
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This leads us to our second point this morning.

II. Jesus is proven to be the Messiah when He is tempted

We read on in Matthew 4:1 “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.”

First I should point out that it says that Jesus was led by the Spirit. The Spirit didn’t just transport Jesus to the wilderness. The Spirit didn’t even take Him there.

No Jesus voluntarily followed the Spirit, in obedience and submission to the Father, into the desert.

After 40 days of fasting and praying we are told that Jesus was hungry. You think! Jesus is hungry and that’s when Satan shows up to tempt Him.

Satan’s goal in tempting Jesus was to get Him to sin in an effort to stop God’s plan for salvation. If Jesus sinned He would be disqualified to be the Savior. 

On the other hand, God’s purpose in leading Jesus to the wilderness was not to tempt him to sin but so that he could be tested; proven that He is the Son of God and that He is sinless and therefore is worthy to be the Savior. 

The first test is here in Matthew 4:3 we see that:

	A. Jesus was tempted to feed His desires

“The tempter came to him and said, "If [since] you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”

Satan’s test was subtle for since Jesus is the Son of God, He has the power to turn the stones all around Him into bread. 

But that was not the will of His Father for Him. The Father’s will was for Jesus to be hungry in the desert with no food. 

To give in to Satan’s suggestion and satisfy His hunger would have been contrary to God’s will.
So in Matthew 4:4 “Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'" 
 
Jesus knows that it is better to obey God’s Word than to satisfy our human desires.

No doubt Jesus was hungry and weak after fasting for 40 days, but he chose not to use his divine power to satisfy his natural desire for food. 

Food, hunger, and eating are good, but the timing was wrong. Jesus was in the desert to fast, not to eat. 

We also are tempted to satisfy a perfectly normal desire in a wrong way or at the wrong time. 

If we indulge in sex before marriage or if we steal to get food, we are trying to satisfy God-given desires in wrong ways. 

Remember, many of your desires are normal and good, but God wants you to satisfy them in the right way and at the right time. 

He wants you to be satisfied in Him. Honestly, I’ve learned that is the only way I can ever truly be satisfied.
 
The next temptation that Jesus faced is found in Matthew 4:6. 

Here we see that:
	B. Jesus was tempted to do His own thing

Satan has just taken Jesus to the highest point of the temples and he says to him: “If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" 
Here Satan uses a tactic that is old as mankind. He used it in the Garden with Adam and Eve. Satan quotes Scripture but he twists it and omits what he wants to make say what he wants it to say. 

This is dangerous! This is why it is so important that you study and know the Bible for yourself. This is exactly why we are working our way through the Story.  

Satan says “For it is written: "'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands.”

But in quoting from Psalm 91: 11-12 he is both taking it out of context and he leaves out an important phrase.

Psalm 91:11actually reads: “For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways…” 

In the context the psalmist is saying God has commissioned angels to care for and to protect those who have committed their ways to following God, not their own way. 

Again Jesus responds by quoting from Deuteronomy as we read in Matthew 4:7 “Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 

Jesus is saying that we cannot expect God to protect us when we are acting outside of his will. I can’t do my own thing if what I want is outside of God’s will.

We can’t do whatever we want and still expect God to protect us and provided for us everything we want. And then we end up blaming Him for our consequences.

Finally:
	C. Jesus was tempted to go for the gold
We read in Matthew 4:8-9: “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9 "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me." 

Satan who is called the god of this age in 2 Corinthian 4:4 and the prince of the world in John 12:31, offers Jesus the world. All he had to do was bow down to him. He could have it all…now.

No cross, no suffering, no waiting.

Of course if Jesus had not gone to the cross, we would still be dead in our sins. Satan would have derailed God’s story of redemption.

Today the devil offers us the world by trying to entice us with materialism and power. The world says work harder sacrifice your family to get ahead. You should have the new car, that vacations home. You deserve it even if it means you might have to compromise a bit, fudge a little there.  

We can resist temptations the same way Jesus did. 

Jesus simply said in Matthew 4:10 “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'" 

When we are tempted to compromise or to try to take short cuts to gain what is only temporary all we need do is say Away from me Satan!

Worship God and serve only Him.

So:
I. Jesus is pronounced to be the Messiah at His baptism
II. Jesus is proven to be the Messiah when He is tempted

But as James says in James 2:14: “What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?

Then in verse 18 he goes on to say: “But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do.”

So in the rest of this week’s chapter we see that:
III. Jesus proclaimed to be the Messiah through His ministry 

It begins at a wedding. They have run out of wine and Jesus’ mother calls Jesus to do something. So he has them set out six large jars filled with water. 

Then he told them to draw from the jars and take it to the master’s table and the water had been turned into really good wine.

Jesus’ humility is seen in the way he honors his mother.

Jesus’ ministry included talking to a Pharisee named Nicodemus and to an unnamed Samaritan woman. 

To both he speaks to them and receives them right where they are and shares the love of the Father with them. 

Jesus nature is revealed in his heart toward others. 

Later while Jesus is teaching in a synagogue he is confronted by a man who is demon possessed. Jesus shows his authority as he cast the demon out of the man.

And he shows his compassion when he heals Simon Peter’s mother-in-law. In the pages of this chapter Jesus healed a leper, restores the lame, and forgives sin and more.

Then finally John the Baptist, who by now is in prison and is waiting to be put to death, sends his disciples to Jesus.

They ask this question in Matthew 11:3 “Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

And starting in verse 4 “Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." 

I. Jesus is pronounced to be the Messiah at His baptism
II. Jesus is proven to be the Messiah when He is tempted

And
III. Jesus proclaimed to be the Messiah through His ministry 

He deeds, he words and attitudes revealed who he is, the Messiah, the savior of the world. He is my Lord and King.

Jesus has set the standard as well. Have you hear the call to repentance?

Have you been baptized, identified yourself as a Child of God through faith in the Son of God.

Do you call upon the Holy Spirit who now lives in your to guide you and to give you the power you need to live holy for Jesus?

Are you bolding living out your faith in acts of service and compaction?

Jesus is Lord and King and today I choose to follow His example!
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